Persons under 21 may not consent to voluntary sterilization.
In 1971 the Code of Virginia (paragraph 32-137) was amended to permit persons under 21 to consent to medical or health services "required in case of birth control, pregnancy and family planning." Since then there has been some question as to whether such persons would consent to voluntary sterilization (see Family Planning/Population Reporter 1: 5, 1972). In its 1973 session the legislature voted to exclude voluntary sterilization from the medical services to which persons under 21 may consent. They must have parental or guardian consent. This recent amendment (H76) was sponsored by Delegate Wyatt Durrette. On February 24 it passed the Senate by a 70-4 vote and the House by a margin of 30-0. It was signed into law in March by Governor Linwood Holton.